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END-OF-LIFE CHOICES — BRIEFING — DR JAMES DOWNAR 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [5.21 pm]: Earlier in question time, I was provided with 
a response—I dare not dignify it by categorising it as an answer—by the parliamentary secretary representing the 
Minister for Health. The context of this question is that as long ago as 9 May, I asked a question on notice and it 
took nearly three months for this inept, incompetent government to provide a response to me. My question on 
9 May this year states — 

I refer to the answer to my question without notice on 8 May 2019 in which the Minister requested that 
I place on notice that part of the question that the Minister says requires substantial data collection and 
resources, and I ask will the Minister now table all documents received or created by the Minister or his 
staff about Dr Downar’s visit to Western Australia? 

Nearly three months later, I received a response—on 6 August this week. On Tuesday, I received this response, 
which I have in my possession — 

Answer 
Yes. Please see tabled paper no. 

Then, of course, the tabled paper number is not provided. What I can tell members is that what I received with this 
answer was a stack of documents. I had been warned by the parliamentary secretary, as a courtesy—I thank her 
for that—prior to the provision of that answer on the day that there might be some issues with the documentation. 
I took no issue with that and I remain thankful that she drew my attention to it. However, it was unclear how many 
documents the minister intended to table on that day. Today I asked — 

I refer to my question on notice 2128 … 
(1) How many documents did the parliamentary secretary table with her answer? 
(2) … what is the date of each document that she says was tabled with her answer? 

The response from the parliamentary secretary on behalf of the Minister for Health was — 
(1)–(2) Please refer to Legislative Council question on notice 2128. 

The answer to that question was — 
Yes. Please see tabled paper no. 

Through you, Madam President, to the parliamentary secretary, what part of the answer to question on notice 2128 
answers the question that I asked today — 

How many documents did the parliamentary secretary table with her answer? 
Is anyone in government or in the Minister for Health’s office capable of answering that question: “How many 
documents did the parliamentary secretary table with her answer?” Do they have some kind of mathematical 
disability that they are unable to count beyond the number one? 
Hon Sue Ellery interjected. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Why does the Leader of the House not listen, and why does she not provide some counsel 
to the incompetent members of her government who are unable to provide an answer to, “How many documents 
did you table on Tuesday?” Gee, that is a difficult question to answer! Was it one, two, 10, 15 or 1 000? 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Don’t you reckon he’ll be Premier one day? 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: What an imbecile. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Member! Keep going. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Unlike the member opposite who feels the need to interject, I do not intend to jump around 
from chamber to chamber and Parliament to Parliament. I intend to stay in this place. Perhaps the very experienced 
member opposite might also provide counsel to the Minister for Health and the parliamentary secretary and aid 
them by providing an abacus or something else that might assist them to count. 
It remains the case that the parliamentary secretary has not answered the question, “How many documents did you 
table with your answer?” If the parliamentary secretary and the Minister for Health think I am going to drop this, 
they are dreaming. I will continue to raise this until such time as someone with an ounce of competence in the 
Minister for Health’s office can answer the question, “How many documents did you table with your answer?” 
They should be able to provide that. It is not unreasonable for a member of Parliament to ask a minister of the 
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Crown, “How many documents did you table on Tuesday?” It should just be a numerical answer—one of the most 
basic answers that a minister should be able to provide—yet we get this rubbish from the member opposite saying, 
“Please refer back to Legislative Council question on notice 2128”. Over the next few days before we next resume 
on Tuesday next week, why does the parliamentary secretary not pick up question and answer 2128, take a good look 
at it and ask herself in all good conscience how on earth that answer could have just been read in to Parliament? 
Then the parliamentary secretary should go to the minister’s office, and obviously the useless bunch of advisers 
who are in that office, and ask them to correct — 
The PRESIDENT: Member, it is not normally the practice in this place, or I imagine any other place, to criticise 
public servants or the advisers. If you want to have a go at the member or the minister, that is a different question, 
but it is not the practice to attack those other individuals. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Thanks, Madam President. I agree it is not the normal practice, yet I am doing it anyway. 
The PRESIDENT: You should not be doing it, is what I am saying to you. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Madam President, is there some standing order that prevents me from highlighting the 
incompetence within this government, that there is no capacity for someone within government to answer the 
question, “How many documents did you table on Tuesday?” No-one within government is able to answer that 
question. It was an embarrassment that the parliamentary secretary read that in during question time earlier, and 
I am demanding an answer to that question at some point in time. Clearly, that will not happen this afternoon, but 
I am asking for that to be done on Tuesday next week. It will require a simple correction. Just tell us what the 
number was, and I will drop it. If it is going to be like this, it will be a very long and tedious process ahead, because 
the government has spent taxpayers’ money in getting Dr Downar to come to Western Australia all the way from 
Canada. The government decided that it was important enough for him to get on a jet from Canada to Perth at 
taxpayers’ expense and I would like to know the context of that information. The government has tabled a pile of 
documents on Tuesday and it should be able to tell us how many documents it says were tabled. If it tabled 
10 documents on Tuesday, then I will verify that it has provided 10 documents. This government has a history in 
this respect. It is obsessed with secrecy. I have said it once before that the Leader of the House in the previous 
thirty-ninth Parliament when she was on this side of the chamber took great exception to answers that were 
provided during question time.  
Indeed, there was an occasion when she made a referral to the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges, 
and she was highly offended about answers to Parliament that were not accurate, wholesome or adequate. The 
Leader of the House knows that I was on that committee. I say to the Leader of the House that someone in 
government has to look at this answer and simply respond on Tuesday next week and tell us how many documents 
were tabled with the answer. It is not difficult and it is not complex. It is within the capacity and skill of the 
members opposite. It is surely within the capacity and skill of somebody in government to do that. I am simply 
asking for that to be done on Tuesday. If that happens, I will drop it. 
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